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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, KS, US 

SUBJECT: PRESS PLAY ON DOD ANNUAL REPORT 

1. KOREAN PRESS AND MEDIA HAVE GIVEN SUBSTANTIAL COVERAGE 
TO DEFENSE SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S ANNUAL DEFENSE REPORT 
TO CONGRESS. 

2. FOCUSING ON PORTION OF REPORT REFERRING TO KOREA, PRESS 
ARTICLES HAVE EMPHASIZED REPORTS' STATEMENT THAT THERE ARE NO 
PLANS TO REDEPLOY THE U.S. DIVISION NOW LOCATED IN KOREA, AND 
THAT FURTHER LARGE-SCALE OR RAPID REDUCTION OF U.S. FORCES 

IN WESTERN PACIFIC WOULD HAVE UNSETTLING EFFECTS. PRESS ALSO 
HAS NOTED HOWEVER, THAT DEFSEC MAKES NO PROMISES TO KEEP 
TROOPS IN KOREA INDEFINITELY: RATHER HE INDICATES THAT U.S. 
DIVISIONS IN EAST ASIA WILL HAVE BROADER ROLE IN FUTURE. 

3. OHTER POINTS IN DOD REPORT HIGHLIGHTED ARE: PRIMARY 
ROLE OF AMERICAN FORCES IS AS A SHIELD AGAINST UNCERTAINTY 
AND DEFECTS IN ROKS OWN DEFENSE SYSTEM AND TO CHECK PROVOCA- 
TIONS BY NORTH KOREA; ROK DEFENSE CAPABILITY (CHOSEN ILBO) 

HAS PROGRESSED IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS AND THAT WHEN MODERNI- 
ZATION PROGRAM COMPLETED ROKS WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE NORTH 
KOREAN ATTACK WITHOUT OUTSIDE HELP. 
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